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PREFACE. 



/\S 'the pamphlet to which the fubfequent 
letter is an anfwer has been pub]i(hed fo long 
fince as the year 1775* and no notice has been 
taken of it till now, it may feem requifite to 
give Tome reafbn for fuch delay, and the pre- 
fent publication. 

Mr. Glover's produflion came to the hands " 
of the writer of this letter whilft he refidcd. 
in the Weft-Indies : from thence he tranf- 
mitted to a friend his fentiments on the matter, 
which it coiirains^ being now returned to 
England, he has been induced to give then\ 
to the public, in hopes that it may convince 
them, that the Britilh Weft-India iflands, 
which are ellimated at the value of Hxty mil- 
A 2 lions. 
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i? PREFACE. 

lions, are in no danger of being loft to this 
country, whatever may be the event of the 
American rebellion. Had the danger been as 
great as it was reprefentcd, however fit the 
information thereof might have been for the 
nuqiHcr's private ear, the public declaration, 
much lefs the induftrious propagation of it, 
muA have been, to the higheft degree im- 
politic, aodprodu^ve of the moil pernicious 
confequenccs. 

The too fuccefsful interruption the Ameri- 
cans have giren to the Weft-India commerce^ 
Satvis the cffeft of fuch conduct to have been 
no lefs than pointing the parricide dagger, 
againft that part of the parent's breail, which 
was fuppofed the moft vulnerable. 

Whatever, therefore, m:y be the event 
of this appeal to the public, the writer 
of this letter flatters himfelf, the upright- 
nefs of his intentions, will fecure him the 
thanks of all thofe who wilh to be truly in- 
formed, in a matter of fo great national 
importance. 
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REMARK S, &c. 



SIR, 

X AM not a little pleafed with the AJTurnK^ 
jou have given me that the convf rfaticHi which 
paffed between us, foon after my l«te arrival 
from the Weft-Indies, has made you confider 
the fituation of things in (hit part of the 
world, inavery different point of view from 
that in which they appeared to you on the ex- 
amination of the gentlemen, who attended 
at the bar of the houfe of commons, in fupport 
of the petition of. the Weft-India planters and 
merchants, on the i6th day of March 1775. 
Although your politenefs induced you to 
tell me, that you doubted not the truth of 
the reprefgstation which.I made of the fitu£(- 
B tion 
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tion of theWcft-Indialllandsj yet t cannot 
help CuCpeQing you may ftill have feme re* 
ludaace to difcredit what was fo openly de* 
clared at your bar, as the feotiments of fore- 
rpedable a body of men : by perfonc of fuch 
reputable cfaaradters as the gentlemen bear 
who ^ave you their tellimony upon this occa- 
sion. As they are uoiverfally acknowledged 
to be men of abilities and experience, I was 
iinable t(f concehre how they could delineate 
a pidlurc fo very unlike the. objeft it was in- 
tended fo reprefcnt., I hare therefore beca 
induced fcrupuloufly to re-examine the o^- 
nion which t had long entertained upon this 
fubjedl; the refult bf which is, that I, am 
more firmly convinced of the truth of it. I 
am therefore induced to ibte my lentiments 
thereon, more fully than it was poflible for me 
to do in the defultory converfation of the 
table. And as the fubjeft is • of national -im- 
portance, I fhall make no apology for taking 
this occalion of laying^ my thoughts before 
the public, and'of addreffing them to you. 

No man has an higher opinion, than I have, 
of the rcfpeftable charatSers of the petitioners, 

and 
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imd particularly c^ die genckmen who were 
examined in fupport of the petition. ' I do 
not, I will not believe^ th^t they meant to 
milreprefent or to deceive : but 1 hope to be 
panloned if I apprehend that gentlemens ima- 
ginations may, in this caie> have been pof- 
felled either by their fears, or by that doudy 
yapour of party ^irit,.whtch unfortunately for 
this country, too Ireqnently zffc&& theji/dg* 
ment of fonoe of the- wocthie^.^d .btft fubr 
jcds in the comnuinity. - , , ^ 

Imuft, hoMrever, preraift, that tbf obfer- 
rations which will appcE^* in the .following 
pages, are. chiefly confined to Strb^does and 
the Leeward iflaivjs. I knov^ bat littl* of 
Jamaica, but from that little,! am induced to 
.believe the eircamftanccs of that and the 
ceded iHands, 9xt ilnxilac in a multiplicity of 
refpefls. - ' , " 

Without^ therefercr it^teoding any reflec- 
tion on the integrity of the gentlemen who 
have given different accauats-aof the ftate of 
- the Weft-India iflande, I fhall proceed to 
Ihew their real fituation, as it appears to my 
comprehcnfion ; having no objed in view but 
. B 2 ' tha 
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l3ic eflablUhment of truth and the fvofperitjr ' 
ef my country, '• This information I ihall 
** prefentJn its genuine fimpllcity, untainted 
** by prejudicfff' paifion or party* not looking 
f towards any one quarter in preference to 
E' mother, without courting any* and mean-* 
" ing.to offend none." 

To this intent it is necefiary to enter into 
an examination of Mr. Glover's pamphlet 
and. pttrticulacly of Mr. Walker's evidence^ 
who, p.' 10, is pleafed to fay, " that the 
'* quantity of proviliotls raifed in Barbadoes 
*' are not fufBcieot to maintain the inhabi- 
" tarits' for foiir months, unlefs the fouir 
•* itionths be thofe in the beginning of the 
'•' year in the feafcn for ground provifions." 
If the gentlemen of thft ifland. planted pro- 
vifions in their grotfnffs, fo ^aringly, when 
Mr. Walker refided among them, i cannot 
-help thiaking' tbe]>v'were- miftalaen 'in that 
(condufl ; btjt if fincc they have had reafon to 
-believe, that tJwAniBrican fupplicj would be 
•withheld, they have perievered to a& in the 
like manner, and have negteded to provide 
tfaemfelves with a fu^i«hcy of provitions, 
either 
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dther. fay. growing or pnocuting tfaeqifioik 

Europe, may it not be juftly pronounced dial 
they ^ill deferve a great part of thofe ca3a-> 
mities which fuch inattciition may biing upoift 
them f With rcipeS, however, to the tim* 
in which the natural. provllions of the ifland* 
are jn feafon, I prefume Mr. Walker i& txat- 
taken. For, from the month of Septemborto 
the month of February, both inchifivC} the 
ground yiflds fucccffive crops of grcaj or' ta-i 
dian corn, yatns, eddows, and 'Uuuiea corn* 
not to mention the different kinds of peu 
and ■ pulfe ; fo that there are Ax months ul 
the year in which provisions oi one kind or 
an(»her ar« fathered, in. Ya9is and edf^ws 
will keep good till the month of May or Jun(v 
and Guiile^ jcorn,, yi/'ith proper care, may {»^ 
.prcfervfd ihir^jf^ th« whole year. 

It cannot' be e:speded that nature has tixt- 
cmpted tb« \Vell;-Indi«f from fuch unfavour- 
able incidAits as attend th« Qther climes of 
the- globe; or that, ntf .inclemency of lea» 
4bns will dtfappoipt tjje hopes of tl>c cultiva- 
tor. On the contrary, I allow that fuch events 
.are piorc fre^uetitl^ to be expeifled between 

the 
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die tropics than is the more temperate zoat»» 
Barbadoes, in particular, has for fome jwe- 
ccding years been very unfortuoatcly circum- 
ftancetl. Frequent and ccmtiaued droughts, 
together with a great and almdl an infi* 
Bite variety oi vermtUj have rendered th« 
labours of the fugar-planter vain and unpro- 
fitable. But, excej^ in the year 1774, the 
like misfortune, in an ojual degree, has oat 
attended thofe who have cultivated provifionsi 
and the latter end of that year, as well as 
daring great part of the year 1775, the fea- 
Ibns in that ifland have been more farouraUc 
iban'tifual. 

■ Fpm Mr, Walker's account it is manifeit^ 
that it is ibme confiderable time fince he left 
^rbadoes ; and he has been the ifland agent 
for feveral years. He does noti indeed pre^ 
tend, ever to have vifited the other Lxeward 
iflands, and the cultufe of ^vfc which were 
ceded to us by the tail peace, has, I believe, 
commenced fintXthe left the Weft-I-ndies, 

Upon what grounds, therefore, does that 
gentleman take. upon him to fay, p. 11, "that 
** the Leeward iflands produce neither com 
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*' nor ground provifions worth mentiottittgf 
■* accept Tortola, which there is reafon to 
** believe is not yet qu^e en^ofled by tlw 
" fugar cane ?" Docs the refidence of that 
gentleman in Barbadoes» fome time finest 
fufHciently authorise him to pronounce & de- 
cifively with refpefl to the ftate of the other 
illands in its vicinity ? I think myfelf fullf 
warranted to aver, that the gentlemen c£ 
Barbadoes, in general, know le^ of the other 
fugar colonies than the inhahitants of any 
erther ifland in the Weft-Indies. They have, 
with great reafon, a veiy high opinion of the 
falubfity of that beautiful fpot; widi mudt 
lefs reafbn do they confider mol^, if not alf, the 
other iflands to be very unhealthy ; and that 
opinion prevents alinoft every one of them 
fi-om quitting his happier dime, to vific 
fuch as are deemed lefs healthy. To lb great 
a degree does* their a^'prdicnfton of the uh- 
healthinef» of the other iflands operate on 
their condu*^, that evfn of'thofe (cw, who 
have attempted- the 'cultivation of lands in 
R>me of the ceded iflands, a very fmall num- 
ber have ventured to reftdc on, or even vilit. 
their 
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ftkdt poflcflions. But I, who have been mucb 
ia ,atoft of the Leeward ilknds, can alTuie 
Mr. Walker, and- all fuch as have beqn io^ 
iBiienped by the account he has giv.eQ> th^t 
gjBBOt quantities of provlliens arc annually 
tai&d in all of them. The negroes of many 
eftates in Antigua and St. Kitt's are fed chidly 
firom their own grounds. Great crops of 
yams are raifed, io thofe ijlands, on fuch 
lands as are pcoper for them j and one gentle- 
mm's>* eftate« in Antigua, Jaft year, yielded 
fo.large a crt^ of tbofc roots, as I am con- 
¥inscd was of greater advantage to him than 
the canes, which a like quantity of ground 
produced to any other peribn in that colony. 
Montferrat and Nevis grow more provifions, 
in proportion, than either of the laA-meo- 
tioned iflands. If Mr. Walker be miftakon 
in his account, rcfpeifiing the other Leeward 
iflands, he is much more fo with relation to 
thofe under the Grenada government, to 
which bis obrerrattons are wholly inapplicable. 
In Grenada, and Tobago are planted great 
quantities of cotton ; confequently of corn : 
Car- 

• Samuel Byam, Efq; 
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Carriacou and the other Grenadines are pro-' 
duSive of little elfe. CofFcc eftatps, of which 
tiiere are many in Grenada; Saint Vincent, 
and Dominica, are replete with provlfions of 
all forts. Befides the kind already mentioned, 
all thofc iflands abound with plaotams; and- 
fome of them with Caflava. 

The manifeft tendency of Mr .Walker's evi- 
difnce was to (hew that, the principal and fta- 
pleprovilions by which the inhabitants of the 
Weft-Indies arc fupported arc corn and ground 
provifions. But had his knowledge extended to 
the real ftate of the ceded iflands, be would ■ 
have been convinced that his obfcrvations are 
inapplicable to them, as well as to the French 
iflands in their vicinity. 

Is it not a little extraordinary, that a gen- 
tleman, who refided fo long at Barbadoes,' 
fhouid feem fo totally unacquainted with the 
ufe of plantains and caflava, &s food forne-' 
groes ? for to what other caufe can the not 
m^;ntioning them, in hisevfdcncei beafcribed? 
although neither of thefe vegetable produc- 
tions (the moft profitable and nutritious food 
which can be given to them) might have been 
C cul- 
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cultivated in Batba^iJoe^ during the refidence 
of Mr. Walker in. that ifland, I ana ytreU in- 
formed thei;e are novr cofifidicrable quantities, 
of plantains growipg in tb^t p*rt of it, called 
Scotland. And I; flatter myfelf that Mr, 
Walker will not be difplcafcd to hear that 
the abundance which is grown in the. iflanda 
of Tobago, Grenada* St. Vincent, and Do'> 
minica, has been* for upwards of eight months, 
in t|ie year, niore than. fufficien( for the uie 
of the inha}>itants ; and will for tbcfuture* i 
. doubt no^ be ingreafed fuS^ientlyj to cnablp. 
them to fupply the inhabitants, of Barbai^o<». 
and the other iilands, if at any time hereafter 
dry weather or any other accident may reduce, 
them to the want of fueh. afliftapce. 
. in corifcquence of the commerce, ^bicb 
i§ carried on between Barbadoes„ and the. 
Dutch fettlements on the main, plantains 
have been frequently brought from the latter j 
and I doubt not they may bq had, together 
with Indian corn, in confiderable quantities, 
both from thence, and from the Spanifli co- 
lonies. 1 mention thefe particulars to fhcw 
jhat Barbadoes and Came other of the Weft- 
ludia 
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India iflands have refourcies which'can prc- 
ferve thtfm from the dread of famine, and 
confequently their negroes from infurredlions 
upon that acconnt, more readily at hand than 
Mr. Walker has fuppofed them. I confidcr 
thefc rcrbiirctS, however, only as a provilioh 
againft temporary diftrefs j foir t hdvc no 
doubl that feveral of ihe Leeward lilands dd 
not, and the others need not dtpend, fo alj- 
Iblutcly, dii AmeHbah, or even on aiiy other 
fbrcigh fuppiics; for their rubfiftencc, as the 
public has been lb diligently iaught b be- 
lieve; and ■A-hlch, before 1 have finifhed this 
lttter>'I hope will be elucidated and e^^lainecj 
ioyour entire fatisfadion. 

I do not deny that North -American provi- 
iions have been the p;incipat fupport of the 
iH&nds long lince fettled i or indeed that all 
the iflands ^id not derive great part of their 
fiiftenance from theace. But the queftion at 
your bar was not fomuch relative to that par- 
ticular. As it was to enquire, by what other 
ifteans they cari fubfift j or whether they are 
able to do fo, without that Tupply. Rice is aii 
article which Mr. Walker fuppofes to be nc- 
C 2 ceflary 
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ccffary, and not to be had but from America. 
If I can give credit to my information* it has 
been cultivated in Jamaica and Dominica fuf- 
ficiently to fhew the pradicability of it. But 
on what account Is rice fuppofed to be fo ne- 
celTary a part of fuftenance ? I know no pur- 
pofe to which it can be ufed that may not be 
more beneficially anfwcred by fubftituting caf- 
l*ava meal in its Aead. 

. Mr. Walker proceeds in his evidence to 
affcrt, one of the moft material articles of 
provifion in the Weft-Indies to be failed fiflj. 
This, fays he, p. 14, (ufing the word in con- 
traft with bread) " is the meat of all the 
" lower ranks of people in Barbadocs and the 
*' Leeward iflands ; it is the meat of aH the • 
** flaves in atlthz Weft-Indies ; nor is it dif- 
*• dained by perfons of better condition. The 
" North -American navigation alfo furniflies 
*' the fugar- colonies with fait from Turk's 
" ifland, Sal Tortuga, and Anguilla." 

I make no doubt that Mr. Walker was 
convinced, thai* what he delivered in the 
preceding particulars, was ftridlly jiift ; but 
he was neverthelefs miftafcenr probably' he 

de- 
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decided on the other iflands, by what he had 
formerly feen in Barbadoes ! it is there only, 
that failed fifh is the principal meat of the 
flaves ; in all the other iflands, herrings s(rc 
fubftituted in its ftead, in the proportion, one 
with the other, of more than four to one. 
And what reafon can be offered, if failed fiOi 
ftiould not be brought to them from New- 
foundland, why the negroes, in Barbadoci, 
fliould not fubftitute herrings in lieu of iak 
fifli, as well as thofc in Antigua* 

Neither does the fupply of fait depend up- 
on the North-American navigation ; not to 
mention the Cape de Verd iflands, at which 
veflcls for the future will call more frequent- 



* The fifh brought to the W«ft-[ndrcs from New- 
foundland, for the fupply of the (laves, is of an irferior 
kind from that which is fent to the European markets; 
confequently whoever catches the fifh, of Newfound- 
land, whether they fjil from the Weft of EnglanJ, or 
from Boflon, muft have the fame quantity oF the inferior 
fifh to fend to the Weft-India market. It is not impro- 
per here to obferve, that laft fall a gale of wind injurcil 
the latter fifhery very much, which occafioned rather a 
fcarcity of Wc(t-Tndia filh, that being the time wbea 
uofl of the inferior fifh is generally taken. 
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ly in thiir Way from Europe to the Minds 
than they have hitherto done. For cattle, 8cc. 
snd whfere they may be alfo fupplicd with fait. 
The fait pdnds at Orertadaind St.Kitt'sforrilfii 
glxat abuhdanc^. In a dty feafon it alfo may 
te had in very targe quantities at Antigua. 
Selidcs AngUiliai which is one of the Virgin 
ifiands, there is another of them called Salt 
iflandi from whence many fait of North- 
Atiierican vefTels have dften fetched their car- 
goes in a year. Thefe iHahds alone, to fay 
BOthiag of St. Martin's, cati furniOi more 
liilt than all the fugar-colonies fland in need 
of. Ahd, indeed, no great quantity is abfo- 
Itttcly necelTary ; the fait remaining in the 
barrets of beef and pork from Ireland near- 
ly fupptying their exigencies. 

Thefe are fafls the truth of :which, num- 
bers of gentlemen now in England can teftify. 
And I affi happy in being warranted to add, 
that not with (landing the fears fo prophetically 
cxprefied, by Mr. Walker, on the 1 6th March 
1775, notwith {landing the North-American 
"fepplics, have been ftridly withheld, agreeable 
16 the threats of the ferene congrcfsi Barba- 
does 
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does and the Leeward 'Jhads, when J left theqv 
injune \a&, had been, to that time, pre&^vedi 
from the dreadfvl confcquencfr of faipji^ 
And the wbolq refult of that congre^pa^. kv-*. 
terdiifl had only proved, that p^Mi^cfifi hu^ 
not been lb plenty, and confequentlx n^t io)- 
cheap as formerly : But All! by no means. 6>, 
dear, as they frequently were during the courfe 
of the laA war. Even the fcarcity which did 
arife was undoubtedly in Tome meafufe inm. 
creafed by an embargo, laid, in, Barba^jpev 
on the exportation of all kinds of pnoviQoss. 
This event confequeotly prevented the mer-. 
chants from ordering out frelh fupplies froia 
Europe, and the mailers of ve0c^„ bqimd to 
that ifland, frop. bringing them out on their 
own accounts. Several vcffels.tp.ray know.-.. 
IcHJge left Barbadpes without landing their 
prpvifions, orevcn entering their v^^s, merely 
from an apprehenfion that,.if tbcprice tlacrc- 
(hould not; anfwer their expeflatioris, they 
ihould be prohibited from carrying them to 
another market. In Barbadocs, (as I think), 
the governor and council arc authoriz'd by an 
infular law, to lay an embargo on provifions, 
when- 
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'whencvct' they may think proper; in Come of 
Ag other iflands* where there is. no fuch law, 
As example has been fdlowed, I dare be- 
lief, with the heft intentions j but fure I am, 
fir, you will coincide in this opinion, that 
wherever fuch power may be lodged, the 
cxcFcife of it requires the utmoft prudence 
and- precaution ; and where the former is 
not, the latter is not more illegal then ruin- 
ous.' Fortunately for, Antigua and St. Kitt's 
the embargoes, which in thofe iflands were 
laid on the exportation of provifions, were 
but foT' a fliort time, and expired before the 
knowledge of fuch a ftcp could be fo extend- 
ed, as to prove of much diladvantage to them; 
but that at Barbadoes does, I believe, ilill 
continue.. May it not, therefore, be rcafon- 
ably prefumed, (Barbadoes being the only ■ 
ifland from whence a complaint of a great 
fcarcity has been heard, even fuppofing it as 
confiderable as the alTcmbly of that ifland 
has fet it forth, and their governor totaNy 
miftaken in that matter) that it may have 
beea 
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been occafioned by this circumftance ?* , I 
own myfelf inclined to t]iink, if the fub- 
Tcriptions, which were publicly ibllicited in 
the Barbadoes newfpaperSf for a much worfe 
purpofe, had been applied, in bounties, to 
encourage the importation of provilion into 
their own i0and, the inhabitants would have 
been lefs neceflitated to have petitioned the 
throne for afTiAance ; or, had they been forced 
to fuch a meafiire, it would have appeared 
with a better grace. 

D It 

* An embargo on the exporution of provifions, ih>in 
any ill and in the Weft-Indies, appears to me not only a» 
hardlbip, butafpecies of cruelty and opprcfiion, which 
cannot be too much difcountenanced. The iiierchants 
ftores, in towns in the Wefl-Indies arc always full of 
weavil and other vermin ; fo that proviiions decay much 
fooner in them, than when they are kept at the plantations 
in the country. In the latter, they are in more roooiy 
places, which are cooler and better ventilated ; and if 
the planter wants provifions, is it not proper for him to 
buy and ftore them himfetf ? Why {hould the meichant 
be forced to Iceep provifions in ftores for the planter at his 
own rifque and expence ? If a want h only apprebenil- 
ed, and the merchant is obliged to keep a large flock of 
perithable goods upon ^is hands, Ibould any conliderable 
freft) fupplica arife, he will cither bcunable to difpofc Of 
hit old ftcKk, or muft do it at a great lofs. 
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It fccms th^t Mr. Walker forefaw there 
was an expedient which might cifeAu- 
aUy prevent this dreaded famine : and I add, 
would alfo have fuperreded the neceflity of 
embargoes. But this expedient he coniidercd 
both as diAant and ruinous. Let iis examine 
that opinion, and we ihall 6nd him mifla:ken 
in "both thefc iuppofitions. The people have' 
not only furvived the horrors of the predifted 
famine, but they have had time; fufficlent to 
pcovtde againft that dreaded evil. May we 
not, therefore, conclude that the remedy wa8_ 
neither fo diftanr, nor the danger fo menacing 
as Mr. Walker's imagination fo tenderly fug- 
geOred F I hope to convince him the expedient 
would, not only, have- jwoved far from being 
ruinous, but the moft falutary and beneficial 
meafurs that could have been or can be adopt- 
ed in mofl of the Leeward iHands, (more par- 
ticularly in Barbadoes) and this ev«n if the 
Americans had not rebelled, or fliall again be 
fubjefted to their duty. But the pitpof of 
this will come more properly after a few re- 
marks on fome other errors. 

I cpold 
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- X could enumerate fomi; mUlakes -refpe^ 
iog (laves aod lumber ; but " non ego faucis 
'" cffendar maculis" It is an indifputable 
truth that alt the Ulands vrill, in different de- 
grees; bediitrelTedthcoughthe wantofthemj 
and . I know not how, or from whence we 
can be fupplied, with hoops and ftaves for 
Rum puncheons at any reaftmable rate ; un- 
le& the legislature, of this kingdom, Ihall 
diink proper to perniU them to be carried 
/com the pl&ces of their growth in Europe, 
direflly t* the Weft-Indies. 

1 fhill now proceed to- that part oi the 
eWdence, with which I am not a little fiir- 
(wifed. Mr. Walker fays, p. 27, "they (mcan- 
ihg the Weft-India iflands) "did pvtapart 
** of all tfeeir prodafts, in exchange to North- 
** America : but the aiiddle colonies had re- 
/* fufcd to take mokffes, fyrups, panncls, 
" coffee, and pimento, fince the firft day of 
•* December 1774." Let it be fuppofed Mr, 
Wrikcr was uninformed that (^le account o£ 
all thefej taken by the Americans from oar 
iilands, was not an object of the leaft impor- 
tance; If his long abfcnce from the Wcft- 
D 2 Indica 
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Indies fliould have effaced the remembrartco 
of that f&£t, it is ncvcrthclcfs notorious to 
every perfon who has been lately rcfident Jh' ' 
that part of the globe. But where did he'" 
learn that the quantity of fugar, purchafed 
by the Americans from the Britifli fugar-' 
colonies in the Weil-Indies, amouoted U> 
25,000 hogfteads i I apprehend this to be a 
miflake of more than three parts in foDti 
Jamaica, I am well informed, did never fell 
more than 2000 hogiheads, to America, be- 
fore the year 1775; and if an apprchenfion; 
of 'a fc^rcity of fugar, in America, might, 
that year, incrcafe the export to North- Ame-.. 
rica from thence, I am well warranted to fay, 
the excefs has' not amounted to above 500 
bogJheads. Fpom the official accounts of 
fugar exported to America, from fcvcral of. 
th^ iflahds, which I have feen, I am a,uthoriied 
to aficrt, that the whole quantity, ihtpped . 
from the other iOands, does not amount to. 
fo much as the Aniericans purchafe at Ja- 
maica. 

■ With refpcS to the quantity of refined 
fugar, (hipped from hence to America, I am : 

lefs 
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left capable of judging, bccaufc I have no' 
certain data on which to fbrm a calculation. 
Yet, from an examination of tBe bills of en- 
try, I am induced to imagine, Mr. Walker 
is not lefs miftaken in that refpcd, than he , 
was in the quantity hcjufpofed to be (hipped 
from the Weft-Indies. The following con- 
fiderations will, I flatter myfelf, ihew that I 
l^TC not founded my opinion, of this partis 
cular, on fallacious grounds. 

In the firft place, it is notorious that the 
North-Americans purchaft, by much the - 
g'reatcft part of their fugars from the French, '- 
Dutch and Danifli iflands. By Mr. Walltcr's 
account, p. 32, the whole quantity of fugar 
imported into Great Britain and Ireland doth 
not amount to more than 170,000 hogflieads 
of 10 cwt. which are only equal to 120,000 
hoglheads of the common weight, or there- 
abouts. If therefore 17,000 of thofe calks 
afe re-exported to America, as refined fu- 
gar, the Americans confamc 42,000 hogs- , 
heads of fugar produced by the Britifh colo- 
nies. And if we reckon the quantities tKey 
import from the foreign iflands, to amourt ' 

but 
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but to on* half more than di«j obtun framj 
ours (which every gentleman ac^iainted witl» 
the American trade in the We^Indufs ytUt 
Radily Allow to be amodorate fuppofition) the: 
Americans mu(l then confumeas muchfogar. 
as the inhabitants of Great Britain and Ire-- 
land i and this> I foppofe; Mr. Walkec mil 
bardly. think probable. 

Befides this, it is notorious that mcJafles* 
in a great degree> fupplies the place of Dagar 
in moft of the New-England provinces ; it is 
well known alio that a number of refining 
houfes are erected at BoAon, and in other 
principal towns in New-England, as well aa 
in New- York and Philadelphia : add to this 
that great numbers c^ the inhabitants, oa 
the continent of America, live in parts of the 
country fo remote from the Jea-ports, that 
they cannot eafily fupply tbemfelves with fu- 
gar in confiderable quantities'; but are con- 
tented with honey which the woods produce . 
in great abundance, particularly in the back 
parts of Virginia and the Carolinas^* Nor 

will 

• It is the boaft of fame of the Americans, that they 
ftflid in no need of fugar from the Weft-Indies ; becaufe 

(as 
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will the depbadwuK, on Nortfa-America, for 
the conrumption of their Ram be of otocte 
icooieqitence than that for thtiv fubfifteocc. 

That the greiicft part of the Lecwacd 
iflud Ku[0 ^d go to Amedca is certain j fmd 
c^nfequently, the j^snters will, for a timev 
befubj^A t9 fytiic ineonreniencc, from <h« 
ioiii of that market j but 1 hope to make it 
clear that fuch a Jojs will be neither great nor 
permanent. 

It is pniverf^ljr acknowledged that Rum^ 
in great quastities. has been diililled at fio^ 
ton from fore^n molaEei. The cxaA quan- 
tity I am voable to afcertain ; but I have 
heard it frfiqpeotly a&rted, by men who were 
well acqufiinted with the maxter, that th« 
^iH-hcrafe^, at Boftoo and Charles Town, 
before the rebeIlJon>. made at the rate of 
Ij.ooo gallons, or about 150 puncheons a 
diiy. Whether thi& be true or not> I do not 
pofitivdy affirm, neither do liuiow how raa-^ 

■ .. ■ -ly 

(4> they alTcK) they can make as good from the inrpiflatoi 
juice of the fugar maple. Jf they either do or can avail 
themfelves of this fuccetfaneum: h will further leffen th« 
•onfumption of Wctl-Indiii Mufcovado. 
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■fly dayj in the year they wdrkcd their ftUls ( 
but the amount of the whole maft have been 
very confidcrablc. Part of it Was coofiimed 
ia the fifhcry* another confiderable part was 
ihipped to the coaft of Africa, and a third 
jvu ;ured in the country, and in the Indian 
ftt^d?^ Two of thefe markets, Africa and 
the fiAiery, muft now be -fupplicd from the 
Ifeft-lndies, , And great quantities of out 
Hum will Bod their way to the Indians thro* 
t'^p pjxiyLnce of Canada. Add to this what 
wJU. i>e wanted for the fupply of the troops 
M^ £eamen, who. are engaged againfl the 
reh&tsior America. Is there not reafon there- 
fiye sb .believe that, even in the article of 
Rum, inoefTential injury will be received by 
the planters? The price of Rum this year 
(io-alt the Weft-India iflands, except Barb4- 
does) has- been within about 3d per gallon 
the fame it was laft. And the reafon why 
tb« RMm.of that ifland has not borne an equal 
price with that of the others is, perhaps, oc- 
cafioned by the difrepute into which' it has 
lately fallen. At alt events that refource 
which Mr. Walker judicioufly indicates, and 
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perhaps the only efFcftual one, is ftiUIeft i 
to reduce the doty upon the importation of 
that article into this kingdom, which will 
proportion ably incrcafe the confumption. No 
objeftion can juf^ly arife to that mode, un- 
lefs appreheniion fliould prevail, in bis ma- 
jefty's minifters, that the revenue will there- 
by fuffcr. How far that may be the cafe it 
is impr^^icable peremptorily to decide ; but 
I flatter myfelf it will be found that if the 
.duties on Rum were properly reduced, it 
would, in a great meafurc, prevent the con- 
Ibmption of thofe large quantities of French 
and foreign brandies which are continuity 
fmuggled on all the coads of the kingdom i 
and I fubmit to thofe who are better ac- 
quainted with the fubjed than I am, whe- 
ther it be not probable, that the increafed 
quantity of the fale will more than compen- 
fate for the dimiHutioii of the duty. 

I fliall now proceed to a full reply of that 
part of Mn Walker's evidence which I have 
but (lightly touched upon in the preceding 
pages. 

E That 
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That the expedient which he propqfed as 
the means of fupplying the Weft-India iflanda 
with provifions is neither remote nor ruinous. 
That it was not too diftant, needfr no argu* 
ment to prove. Let the ii&s (peak for them* 
felves } a year and half has lapied fince the 
danger wfis reprefented to be £> imminent* 
and hitherto no great mi&hief has happened. 
. I jdo pot find* indeed, that to pre&rve them- 
ielves, or their negroes, from famine, the 
j)laaters have caufcd any great quantity of 
.proyi^oQS to be lhipped> notwithitandij^ 
the prices in England have been fo reaibnablc 
.lUil very little to exceed the common rate of 
J^mcrican provifions of the fame kinds, tpthf 
^aatfrs, in the Wcft-Indics. Yet the time 
when the indigenal provifions are the mofi 
icarce is in the months of July and Auguft. 
Jn Sq)tembcr, the early crops of great com 
begin to be broke in. Before that time, I 
mean in the two preceding months, it is no 
wonder, if the eftates of improvident people 
may have fuffercd< fuch diftrefs, it is to be 
fuppofed, will make them more careful for 
the future. It appears to be no ditBcult un- 
dertaking to convince every gentleman of pro- 
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fietty lb the Weft-Indies> that thti expedient 
of prododng their own provifions is not odI/ 
very far from being a ruinous undertaking 
-but the proper theafure that prudence ought 
to h&n dictated to them, on the firA appear- 
ance of the American fupplics being to be 
Wirirbeld, and that it wilt be exceedingly ad* 
vantageom, even if the rebelHon in America 
iball be. termimUed. Let me examine in what 
manner it will affc6t the ifland of Barfaadoes. 

The ftlgariiirhich is produced in that iOand 
«nnaally,' amounts upon an average^ accord* 
ing (o Mr. W^ket's account^ to about 1 5,000 
^maxax hogflieads. Let us &ppoie tbofe 
hogfheads to weigh 12 cwt. 2 qrs. aftitc 
lung's beam, and bring the planter i61/ftiErl- 
iog per hogfbead clear. I am perfiiaded that 
every gentleman acquainted with the qtiaUty 
bf Barbadoes mufcovado, will own I have 
done him ample juftice in the preceding efti- 
flaation.* The whole amount of their fugiir, 
E 2 at 



* It ought riot (0 be oonccated ihat very Iktle Mufco- 
vulo fugftr ift (hipped from Bsirbadpci, moH of ths plaa- 
ters, who have the neccSary buildings and fufficient 
ftrtngth for that plirpofc, clay thcU fugars*. which, al- 
■ "^ thaughi 
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tit this valuation* conlifts of 240,000^ Let 
vs fuppofe that this fugar yields 15,000 pun^ 
cheons of Rum, at is. 4d. fterling per gaU 
Jon, or ioo,oool. more, which will make 
<he net value of their produce, omitting 
ginger, aloes, cotton, &c. 340,000!. to which 
«dd, if you pleafe, for thofe articles, 30,000!'. 
and the whole will amount to 370,000!; 
fterling. This is the produce of 100,000 
acres of land. Now let us fuppofe that 
'50,000 of thefe acres, are taken from the 
culture of fugar, and applied to the purpofe 
of raifing provifions, and then it will ap- 
pear whether the change will he ruinous or 
profitable. 

I (ball begin with plantains. Let us fup- 
pofe, z6,6oo acres be employed in railing that 
vegetable.* 

They 

tbougti it lefTens the quantity, confiderably improve) the 
quality, and proportionably increafei the price at home. 
With the advantages of this mode of refining fugar I am 
not well acquainted ; I therefore follow where Mr. 
Walker leads, ii) calculating upon the quantity of MuC- 
vado. 

* Plantains fhoutd be cultivated in tow or, at leaft, la 

flat ground, and be flwltcted front the vind, which ii 

'-■■■■• -yof 
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They generally are, or ought to be, planted 
at ten feet diftance from each other ; and 
every Aock Ihould be fufiered to bear three, 
or four trees; which, in good ground, I have 
found, by experience, will be fufiicicnt. Let 
my calculation be made upon a medium of 
three trees to a Aock, or 1,296 upon an acre $ 
each of thefe trees, in the courfe of the year, 
will probably produce a bunch of the fruit ; 
and this will be an ample weekly provifion, 
of the bread kind, for one man, or the pro- 
duce of the whole 20,000 acres, to fpeak 
within compafs, for 400,000 men for oac 
year. 



X<ct me next (x>nlider what will be the 



pro- 



duce of an acre of caflava. 

That root is generally fuppofed to prbd^uce 
abput 25 barrels of meal, per acre ; I v^ill call 
it only Twenty. Twenty barrels of mcaV at 

~ -3* 

— .— -- \ V-..M.J 

vety injurious to that plant. The foil fliouM b» rathicr 
loofe, and of a warm marly kind. Land, \yAich moch 
abounds with marie or tifneftone, leldom proifuc«s a Clrong 
good bodied Aigar, On that account ir will be more 
profitably employed in railing plamaiiM.! but ilat laqd is 
■generally planted.with c?nes, on w«unt of tliceifc wit^ 
wbkb it is wrought. 
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32 gallons to the banti, contain 640 gallons 
b{ meal, which, at one gallon per week, for 
leach perfon, will be 640 weeks provifion for 
one man.* 

Ten thoufand acres, therefore, planted wiHx 
cafiava, will produce the food of 1 23,000 
men for one year. 

Yams are another very ulefiil and beneficid 
tfculent root, of the potatoe kindj. and gene- 
rally produce, upon an average, about 10, or 
]2,boolb. per acre. The full allowance of 
thii vegetable is 241b, per week, or 416 
weeks provilions for one man. 

Ten thoufand acres, therefore, will code* 
qoendy fupply ihe fuAenance (^ 80,000 peo<* 
pie for twelve months. 

Great corn produces about 1 5 or 20 bufhelt 
pet acre, and' will yield two crops annually, 
-or xmc of Great com, and another of Guinea, 
corn, which produces about die lame quan- 
tity. 
■__^ Jf 

• One ci( the veiy excellent qualities of this food is, 
that if it b^ properly prepared, and kept in very dry 
ftorchoufes, it Vnot HAle to be dellroycd by vermin, ok 
fubj43 to decay fof almoll any length of time ; zai one 
pint of this meal is ^uU u nouriOiing as a pint and hatiT 
of flgur. 



D,a,l,zc.bvG00gIf 



( 3« ) 

If we {uppofe each acre to produce 30 
bufliels in Uie year; the whole of the land 
will produce 300,000 bufli^ per aanumt and 
allowing to pints of corn, per week, to e;K;h 
map, every acre will produce 1 92 weeks pro- 
viQons for an individual, or one year's fuftfr* 
nance for 36,500. 

Thtis it appears that 50,000 acres of land 
will feed a greater number of people than are 
in all the Weft-Indies, .viz. 



20,000 in plantains 


400,000 


10,000 in caflava 


1 23,000 - 


10,000 in yams 


80,006 


J 0,000 in corn 


36,500 



639,500 

The number of inhabitants in Jamaica and 
. in 1(11 the Weft India illands arc not eftimatod 
. 9t more than 450,000 : there can be no doubt 
'. therefore, that an ample provi jion c^ the bre^ 
kind for that number is .to be obtained from 
50,000 acres of land. -, 

Let as next examine the value of this pro- 
■duce. ... ; 

It 
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Tt has appeared that this quantity of land 
in canes at Barbadocs produces 185,000/. ftcr- 
li'ng, or about 3I. 10s. per acre. Suppofe the 
above-mentioned provifions to be fold, the 
'amount of it will be near 20/. ilerling per 
■ acre; viz. " 

30iSoo,ooo bunches of plantain, 

at-6d. fterling the bunch - 520,000 
200,000 barrels of calTava meal, 

at 15s. fterling the barrel - 150,000 
1,000,000 cwt. of yams, at 5s. - 250,000 
300,000 bulhcls of corn, at' 3s. - 4.5,000 

£965,000 

Conliderable as this calculation may appear 
the t^uth of it wJU not be denied by any maa 
who is compAently a judge Sf it. True it is 
that Barbadocs cannot avail itfelf of (he whole 
of iuch an advantage, becaufe it has no mar- 
ket, in which fo large a quantity of provi- 
fions may be vended ; but in proportion as 
the inhabitants ftand in need of it, they may 
enjoy the benefit. It fufficiently evinces, 
- however, that this expedient is not ruinous, 
and the faft undoubtedly is, that fuch a num- 
ber 
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t)er of acres, cultivated in the preceding 
manner, will have thofe effeds amongft tho 
whole, and it proves moft clearly, the folly of 
thofe proprietors, who depend upon foreign 
lupplies for the maintenance of their negroes. 

Perhaps it may be obje£led, by the gentle- 
men of Barbadocs, Antigua and St. Kitt's, 
that the want of fcafonablc weather, in thofe 
iflands, will render it difficult to raife plan-, 
tains in any conliderablc quantity, and'that, 
where they have land and fituationS proper 
for that cultivation, they are liable to be dc- 
flroyed by hurricanes, or even by fuddengufts 
of wind ; and, on that account, are a too 
precarious dependence. 

I own thefe obfervatiqns to be, in fomc 
degree, juft; but that circumftaece I believe 
is chiefly owing tp the mifmanageraent of the 
gentlemen in thofe iflands ; they appropriate 
all their flat land to the cultivation of the fu- 
gar-cane, and plant bananas and plaptains, 
only in the mountains, or on the fides of 
gullies, where they certainly are more fubjeft 
to the preceding accidents. Nor is that the 
fole ill confequence which attends that man- 
ner of planting them, from being more ex- 
F pofcd 
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pcfed to eddy winds, they do not bear in fuch 
abundance, nor arc the bunches either (o large 
or fo nameroas : but if thefe gentlemen can 
be perfuaded to plant feme of their Bat land, 
with thefe vegetables, I am convinced their 
objections would foon yanifh. 

Plantains love a moift lituation, and fhould 
be ibeltered from the wind. Land fo cir- ■ 
cumftanced, though not very rich, wiU yield 
liberally. As a proof of this truth, I beg 
leave to refer to what has been done on the 
eftate in Antigua, called the CafTava Garden ; 
wRere a conliderable tra£t of land was, about 
two years fince, flocked with plantains. It 
had never been worth to the proprietor i os. 
per acre, and has fince yielded fuch a quantity 
of proviQon, that there is the greateft reafon 
to expeft it will not in future be lefe profit- 
able than I have previoufly calculated.* The 



* It may not be improper here to obTerve, that when 
the dry weather fcts in, pbntains ceafe to produce; fo 
that innhe months of February, March, Aj^ril, and 
May, very few trees blolTom : exceffive draught fomctimes, 
al(b, occafioiis the fiuit to fall after it is formed ; fo that 
in the month) of May, June, July and Auguft, a plan- 
tain-walk yields but little ; but in the months o£ Novem. 

ber. 
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injury fometlmes done to' plaDta'm walks, by 
heavy gales, makes it necftflary for the planter 
-to be provided alio with a quantity of caf- 
fava. This vegetable is lefs liable to fuch 
accidents ; and is, befides, the mod whole- 
fome and nutritious of alt food for the weak* 
- fickly and infirm, and far fuperior to rice -f* 
Mr. Walker pronounces that fome land is 
Tery proper for the fugar-cane, which will not 
produce corn. Be it fo ; but will it bring 
forth no other kind of provilion ? if it be of 
that nature, I ana confident it is not wortH 
cultivating. No gdbd land, as far as my ex- 
perience goes, will refufe to bear provifions 
F 2 of 

ber, December, January, February and March, there is 
a fuperabundancc, which, in the inatds where plantains 
are generally cultivated, ufed to rot upoa the uees. But 
it ii now well known that ripe plantains arc at good, if 
not better, than corn for feeding or fattening all kind of 
ftock: horfes, mules, cattle, flieep'and fowls are all equally 
fond of them, which is a, circumftaoce of rcry great ad- 
vantage, 

f I have been informed that the root of the plant, called 
the Indian arrow ii likewife a moll excellent food j fliould 
that be the cafe, it may alfo makea conliderable addition 
to the indigenal provifions, of the iilands, zs it is a planr, 
not only eafily raifed, but one that is with great difficulty 
eraditatcd, from ground it once takes pofleHion of. 
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of fomekipd or other; and it is not to be 
imagined that any perfon will be advifed to 
plant any thing in land not proper to produce 
it Some kind of plants require a loofc, 
others a more., «enM:ious foil. The varieties 
of foil arc nparly the fame all over the world. 
But admit, for a moment, that fome of the 
iflands are improper for raifing plantains, or 
any other particular fpecies of provifion. There 
are others in their neighbourhood, from 
■whence they may be fuppUed, at a very caiy 
expence» provided the port charges, on the 
paffage- boats, be reduced to a reafonable ftand- 
ard: thcfe are, at prcfent, fo high, that the 
expence of entering and clearing one of thofe 
veffels, at the ifland where (he loads and dif- 
cbarges her lading, amounts to more than 
the value of « fmall cargo of provifions, 
Thofe iflands which, from being too fubjei^ 
to wet weather, are improper for the growth 
of one fpecies of food, arc ncverthelefs pro- 
per for others : Plantains grow beft where 
the rains are the moft frequent : too much 
wet is injurious to yams and eddowsj fo that 
if a conftant intercourfe be promoted amongft 
the whole, by lelfening the difficolty and ex- 
pence 
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^ence of freight, th^ would mutually a£M 
and fupport each other.* 

£ut {hould gentlemen ftill periifl, that la 
the old Ulande they cannot raifc plantains in 
the proportion, per acre, which I have men- 
tioned» they muft nevQithclefs allow that the 
price, at which I have eftimated them, is left 
than half that which has been ufually paid, eveA 
before the interruption of the American com- 
merce. Three bits, or about i5d. fterling, 
per bunch, having been often given for plali- 
tains brought to Barbadocs from Demerara 
and Tobago. If, therefore, it Should be nc- 
cefTary, in thofe iflands, to employ double 
the quantity of land which I have eftimated, 
for the purpofc of producing food for their 

nc- 

* Yami are not raifed in abundance ia fume of the 
eedediflaiids, as in St. Kite's and Antigua; they require 
not only a loofe foil) but one that has been often turned 
up and cxpofed to the influence of the Sun and the at- 
mofphere. This pland likewife, is liable to be injured 
by too much wet weather, and is alio liable to be dc&nytd - 
by a large red ant, called by (he French the pgrapl ants, 
which are very numerous in alt new fettled iHands in t!»e 
■Weft-Indict. F/om thefe circumftances it firequcntly 
happens in the ceded iflands, that the crops of yants do 
i)ot exceed 5 or 60CO weight whereas in Antigua and St- 
Kilts ihey often gain from 1 J to 35,ooo weight per acre. 
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M^roet, it will ftilt ht attended "with great 
■drantage, ftnd be much better than applying 

. die land to the growth of ^e ewe; even 
tfiough much more were produced upon it 
than Mr. WiAker calculates. - 

I -am convinced, indeed, that 15,000 hogf-* 
i^ads oS fugar are much too fmall a quantity 

<Ao be expected from loo^ooo acres of land 
taiirtly ingrofid by tke Jugta-^cane. Mr. E!llis's 
account accords much better with my expe' 
f ience. He fays, p. 45. that at Jamaiea they 
bavf about i6o,ocra acres of laud incanes, and p< 
4S. that they naake aboot 8o»ooo hogfheads.^ 
Should 

• h is to be obferved, that lands cultivated in cancs 
are not conHantly cropped. In Aiuigua and fomc other 
'iSands, they genwtlly have about one third in fallow, and 
is St. Kitt's, they plant half their land every year. Whit 
tbey pltnt doe* not yield, upon an average, quite fo much 
as two hogflicads per .acre, Provilions arf an anniiaf . 
erop, at leaft ; and the price of cultivating them is tri- 
*i»^ compared with that of canes. This CJfpence, in- 
deed, is fuppofed to be paid by the rum ; but if vfe cal-' 
Culate tltat an acre yields two hogfheads, it will not be 
worth more than 20/. f{er).^<r din. andnot fo much in any 
ether place as at St. ICitt's, where the land yields more, 
and the fugar is in general of a (uperior quality to that in 
any other ifland. Add to t4iis, that plantains improve 
knd much, and yams -are a f.d1ow crop, as benciicial to 
' the land* as acrop of turncps are in England.- 
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• Should this caJculakion be right, at I be- 
lieve it nearly is, a further benefit will refeb 
to the planter from cultivating provifioM iii~ 
ftadof fugar, than the -bare fuppl^ngbtm- 
&lf> without laying out momy to purdufe 
food, we fhatl ^odtM# 35,000 hogHieMk of 
itigar lefs than ufual, with Rum in proper* 
tbn. Mr. Walker,' indeed, - fuppofcs thii 
quantity to have been taken off, by the Ame- 
rican markets, befides the 1 7,000 hbglheads 
of refined fugar they imported from England. 
But if it were ib, this fugar ufed to fafc- re- 
ceived by the Americans in paym«it {or pro- 
vifions and lumber ; (o that it will be equally 
beneficial to the iflanders to produce their 
own provilions, as to exchange fo much fugar 
and Rum with the Americaar for thofe arti- 
cles. Befides this, it is notorious that the 
Americans carried from the iflands, large fum« 
of money, which they laid out in the foreign 
ones in the purchafe of moIalTes, in order to 
diftil it into Rum, to fupply thofe other mar- 
kets which muft now be furnifhed dire^Iy 
from our iflands. 

If it be infiftcd that loo.coo acres of fu- 

gar-cane land muit be Employed to raife the 

pro- 
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pravifions, which the infular colonies require; 
m that caTe the benefit will not be kfs to the 
planter, but ruber the contrary. We ihall 
then produce 50^0^ hog(heads of fugar lefs 
vith 9 proportionable quantity of Rum, which 
«rJU, - therefore, be oubof the market. 

My fentiments upon the American con- 
iilinption I have already declared ; but even 
if Mit> Walker's accoont be true, the taking 
cmly^.tbe furplos of 25,000 hogfheads, and 
RuQt^ifi pTaportion,* out of the market, will 
bavei^e cffsCt of railing the ' price of thaC 
wbicj^ remaiiis t and the fame fum of money 
--:.... will 

* The.piDportion of .mm to fugar, in the Leeward 
Iflsnds, is about two puncheons of rum to three hogf- 
beads df fugar, Tn ^arbadoes, It is about the fame quaa- 
fily of runt as-of ^k/cbwoi/o fugir; from which it ap- 
jpcarsVthat the ifland of BarbacJoes will be more eflentially 
injurefl ^ a failure of a market for this rum than any 
other idand. And, although, by cultivating the land in 
provifions, lefs quantiiy of fugar and rum will be made ; 
yet, if "the iflanders thould be obliged to purchafc lumber 
and Aavcs from countries -which will not receive rum in 
exchange, ^cy will be diflrelTed for the means of mak- 
ing their payments. And I fear there is no efTcftua] or 
adcqu^e means of redrefs, but by lowering the duties in 
£ngtan3, (b as to increafe the confumption of that ar* 
tide. • 
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tvjdl be produced ty the lefi that had heeor 
the larger quantity, and the freight, &c. 
will be faved. But bow much more admiH 
tageous will it be to the plaaters, if cny ac-^ 
count of the quantity confumed by the Ame- 
ricans be juO:! and 50,000 hogfbeads lefs are 
produced than at prefeati 

To fliew that Mr.^ Walker 18 miftaken^in the-*** 
fuppoQtion of the. quaptity of fugar purcha&ii 
by the Americans, I fliall beg leave to ftvaH 
myfclf of Mr. Ellis's evidence, p. 49. Hi fay^ 
" that, from the beA calculation he An 
'■* make, the amount of the AmeFican ' im-^ 
*• ports into Jamaica is about i^o,txx>l.. fterl- 
V ing» Pff atittum, with which, sard- fomfr- 
'* money, they purcbafc Jamaica produce." 
Now if we fuppofe they purchaic 9,000 pua- 
cheons of Rum, in that illand, (which I be- - 
lieve is the quantity they may confume of 
that article) and lay out a very few thoufimd " 
pounds, in the purchafe of Haves, mahogany, 
cotton, ginger, &c. there will not be left 
above 70,0001. with which to purchafe fugar. ' 
That Turn will buy but little, if any thing, 
above 3,500 hog&eads, if it were laid out in 
that produce ; for as the Aniericans generally, 
G in ^ 
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ni the BrttiSi coiohies, ptftcbaie none but i'dtf 
befrand brighteft fugar tfa^can procurci ahtf 
0foipzy for the cafksj the Jamaica Atgar» 
whidi is bought by them, muft bring nearly 
5ol. ftcrltng the -ho^ead. 
• Tbis, I ■ 'think, iiifficientTy proves Mr.- 
Walker's miftake, rcfpcfting the quantity ofl 
* fijgar bought hy the North- Americans, from 
' OUT i^ands ; as it is evident^ Scorn all accoontSi 
niat ' Jamaic?, in ^ts produce and cominercc* 
if ftearly etjihl to all the othet fugar-coloniesv 
Afc the fame time } by no means allow thot 
the Americans purchafe any thing like the' 
q'^ahtity abov£^menticined. It is. notorious' 
fhat many Of thefci have alwayc been accuP 
tomed to felf part- of their cargoes and foine' 
the whole for caft, which they hid out in 
the French,' Dutch and D^niJh iflands fot 
cofiee, molafles, fugar, taffia, teas, and crthcr 
Eaft-Indian as well as European goods.* ' 

I£atteil 

,, ■ ■' ■ ■ ■- . -.,..-, .-„.- . ; ■> 

* I have been inrormed. by » ganttcqian of r'anlc, who 
formerly refidcd in Jamaica, in a itation which gave him 
fhe btfft meaiw of guning informuion^ and whoCc 'abili- 
ties and integrity fecured him from being impofdl on, or. 
sittetiipthig to deceive others by falfe infoTmationt^M 
' iia comnu^ties -imported, into that ifluid from North 
Ameiica, 
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■ Iflattei royfelf, fir, that you are ;by:th(% 
tunc fally convinced of-the truth of what I . 
aflerted, refpei^ing the- ac(;oiint.of tbe-diff 
tteSed ftta^tioa of the Leefrard idandfi* whicl^ 
has hc«n given af th^ bv qf the houlc o^ 
eoitimw>8$ asd diac thegentl«inen» who d^-* 
tivered their evidence, to this pOin^ hehfi^ 
the inconvem«lce« the i0and6^wcr« .likely t^ 
iufier through 9, medium that mag()i£ed thtPk 
cgregiouOy. Such exag^x^pn itas, I il|^i8i 
head, becnnofmall ifiducemiiat,.tp tbe.fy-J 
rapfiical aflertors :of jniftakeji liberty jn J^xae* 
rtca, '<to boaft theni&lves thp( they foujd'do 
i* (mfchkf." and te-thr-ejtcB th4tihey.ivQult$ 
ftarve the iflands ^ for. fey thi&.tbsy vniqljf 
hoped to comgel Great-Britain tp copaply 
with all their onreafonable demands. Spch 
^ccouatS'havc been prodoi^ive of fjir.ther mif^ 
./, . , , G 2, chief. 



Adbica^ in thcyeu 1752, was of the gro(« valueoJF 
1 127835/. and the price of the gobili, inA produce they - 
)»rfied awaywtth them • unountcd to no more tha^ . 
a^l2tl. The diftrenee, ttyreforCi they carried sw^ 
in cafb to the French iflands, ta.purch9i): their produoe 
or other comcnodities with. .And I am well conviacea 
[he* ihtercourfe of the Korth Americans with th^ FreiiCQ 
^rid 'Other fttrdgGL iflv^huoot lefleM &Ke tfutl;^ 
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ehi«f. They have Icffeacd the cn^it of ihc 
.fugar-colonies, not only iD^Great-Bcltain, but 
in the other parts of ^rope. Many large 
fatas of -Qioney had been negociated for, and 
were ready to hare been advanced, from Hol- 
land -and Hamburgh, to the planters} but 
when they found, froai fuch refpedable but 
iniftakcn evidence, fo folemnly delivered bc- 
foR the cbinnaons of Great-Britain, and re-' 
*ceiv.ed without contradidion ; that the well- 
■fccinj^ and'fecuiity, nay the very exiftcnce of 
Tfie'Britilh plantations, in the Wcft-Iiidies» 
.depended tipon the return of the Ameiicaits td 
. their duty : k it to be wondered tkat tb^ re- 
fdied to complete their engagements i 

Pvhaps, It may be urged «gairtft me, that 
.In this ceptefentation I hare verged towards 
the conttafy extreme, to that which I have 
^blamjtd ifM>thers ; and that I have made as 
^ght of the injury the commerce of the 
Weil-Indie* is Jikely to fuftain from tfce flBp- 
;;ppge of their intercourse with Ainerica, as it 
has been too highly exaggrnted by - thenu 
But I am confident, that a due examination 
will verify what I have fajd i fincci, to the 
Jjeft.Qf ^y kaovvledge and judgment, i havf 
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idalted ^ plain matters of fad, and have 
mdeavoured to fhe\r the real condition of 
&at part of the ctmnKnwealtti which Mr. 
Walker's account would rather induce our 
rulers to abando;! as incapable of befng pro- 
te^ed. It has, I prefumc, been fully proved, 
that the ifiands may br" very eafily protcScd; 
and if the inhabitants petfofm their gar^ 
very little fenaalns to be done by others ; and 
this they may rcafonablyhope for and cxpe^ 
SucH being the realHate of the infijlar aifairs* 
I hope I am rtow*warrantW in faying» that 
the Wfeft-Fndies will uttimattfy fee bcnefltwl 
by the bartsarous attempt the Americans haije 
made to facrifice^e inhabitants, from whom 
they do not evoti prete^ to Itore received, the 
leaft injury. But, I truft the iflmdersUhall 
never more' lie at their mercy ; t^ny* have aK 
ready experienced *' that the tcndx Herdtls 
** of the wicked KCjQTutA" , ■ i : "' 

A, - ' , 1, ■ '*■ ■- ^^-''- ■■ •'■' 

Wotwithftanding all' that haa.becn advanced 

by mc on thi* Yubjeft| 1 do not mean to & 

undeittood to aflJirt, that* tb€ iflands will ifufFer 

no diftrefs ; on the" contrary^ I acknowledge 

they .wMl all, !n diiferent degrees, befu^jeft«i 

to mUcK (eifcpofary i&tJbnvcnlehcc. It would 

be 
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feca^fvf^4tpF'f^ofe, wb«fi the BritSh :odc!ia 
$iakeQ to the, root, by- the violence of U» 
&PTm, that the, tender brashes at the «xtre-f 
HHti^ ^^H ^ot be agitated- What 1 pon-' 
Ufid ^r i$, t^at we ihall not fuffer more thiu% 
a tepiporary injury ;, the greateft part even o£ 
that, will not be general, but wilj chiefly ait 

■ fe& the improvident: perhaps, the number 
ipf. thorc will be greater thaa humanity would 
Vtfifla. . : •(.'■■■ ■ ^ '.' 

.> It has, been already faid> that themoiitbsof 
July ^nd Auguft arc thofe io which jthe want 
<>£.prQvifion$ will be, moft . fevcrely felt. And 
] lear fmall quantities (I mean jMmparatively 
fmall) of flower, .peas andriplit. beans, have 
been lent outj ■*hich (until a proper quantity 
of- cafl*ava meal be provided) fhouM be kept 
m ftore to'anfwef .cmergericics, and prevent 
the ^^1 effe^s which will he confequent of 
a hurricane, if any fhaiU happen, 

. i.. As tothe articles of lumber and white oak 
fttvcE, for £.t4pi. punchepDS, there will pro-f 
babily be much diftrefa for want of them, until 
proper, fleps ^irc taken in this, kingdom t« 
fupplyjus. . The intrioQc value of all that h 
_>vantcdisnot very . confidcrai)le. Fronj^Mi^ 
ElKs'a 
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Ellrs's calculation the amount of himl^i^§f1fr 
'Amcwcan prbvifioBs, tog«her, dMs not arifiJ 
to more than ^oo.oool. (fuppofing Jamaifca toi 
confume a moiety of the whole). Two ihkisf 
of that fum muft certainly have been paid fi>c 
proviiions» the greateft part of which (tief 
muft now raife themfelves. ' Staves, forTugai' 
caflcs, are now made in fundry of the iflands;' 
much cheaper than they ever were importoJ 
ftom Amcricaj and, therefore, there winbe' 
no want of a fund in Engfand to purchafe 
fach firovifloHs, Lumber, #nd ftave* as are 
' ahfolutely ncceifary (even at the preferit lilgh- 
price of the latter articles,) oat M the Rum- 
and fugar vAich has-been fent home; inftcaiK. 
of being paid to the AmeriCiahs for thafc com'-^ 
modities. '■ -■' '■ ' ■' 

. • Rum, upoaan average, has fold tHls year 
at upwards of as, per gdllon ; and if we allow 
that 30,000 puncheons of Rum have bfeen febr 
fp Europe, Africa, and to fupply the 'kirig*'s 
troops, in America, in Keu bf being'bartcrc^ 
with the Americaris, their prbchice will arhcJtmt 
at 28. per gallon, to 30oioooV, to wFiictt'adtt 
ibe amount of 16,060 hogfheads of'iugir; 
^bich, I am' confident, ttf -aij-miicfa-arevrt^ 
went 
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vent to America from the Britilh Tugar-colo- 
!iies» and fi-om hence, as refined iugar t and 
the whole atuount of the extra fund will be 
no lefs than 440,000!. fufficient furely for the 
ptirpofes abofe- mentioned j but if there Be 
«iy perfons wto (hall not htve exerted the 
meam in their power to avert the dangers, 
vhicb thrcateaed them, and fupply the necef- 
fitiefi, they had reafon to cxped would preis 
them; It is not. the lefs true, that the iflanderfr 
have the refcurces in themfelves. though it be 
pofllble they .may a<)kall have availed them-, 
ielvei thvreof, And I ag«iiv repeat, that, 
however the Wefl-India planters may be in- 
jured, in, the prefent unhappy coAJunt^ure of 
40kirs, a pioft beneficial and permanent ad- 
vantage will refult from it. They will no 
longer facrlfice every thing to the fugar^cane, 
" as trifles to the priticipal objeifl;" they will 
find it their interefl to cultivate more provi- 
ilons andlels fugar^nd Rum. And if any 
perfons fhall neglect to j>kiit fufficient for the 
maintenance of their negi%>e6, it is to be 
hoped) they will bq^ compelled thereto by a 
proper law for that purpofo. In fome of the 
iflands fuch . laws are in. force i . and if I am 

xiot 
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not mifiaken a fimilar law makes a pact of 
the Freoch cffi/if m$ri and ^ticuUt*care is 
taken, in their, iflands, f« ice it dridlytxc- 
cuted. With rcfpedt to the atticle oi lumbir, 
I have no doubt but the wifdom^f the le- 
giflature «f thi»> king^m will retfdily enai3 . **< 
fuch law^to cherifli and protefl: the corti- ■ - 
merce of the iflands» as fhall be found expe- ' 
dient and/abitary. They will not fuffcr the ■ 
colonies to be diftrcffed* which.' are of (5 • 
much ipiportjtnce. The (ugaf alone paytf a- ■> 
duty of no jeis than 5oaiMb6U p^i* .annum, 
beiides a much larger fum which will-be paU' ' 
,oa Rom) if ^ tl»t-is made be fcnt to'Grrtt '^ 
Britain, evex]^/J|)thDugh the duties fhall' b^ '. 
con(i(krabI)it Ieffi(!jed. . .m . 

I further flatter myfeif. that, when the feai^. -•" 
cefs of his. iTiajefty*8 arms, in America; ihafl'S - 
have emancipated h;^ loyal «M.oppr«ffedAib- ■ 
jefls thcfe, fcom the fiayery ^ the dc^^ - : 
gogues, who nowtyr»oize ^ve^tlKm^ that,., 
in the future regulatipne, of th^comnftrtafii^i 
of that country, caj:c<n)viU he tdkta, atmuGfeff^' 
as may be, to confine that'wf^ch they tkrt^''y-*' 
on to the Wcft-Indicsi to the£ritifl> ftfgir-^^' ^ 
colonies: to the prevention. of '^he'H^uryKiiA' ■■■'-' 
H ifland& 
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iuands have always hitherto fuflered, by bc- 
.ing, drained of all their current cafh; which 
has been expended amongft our rivals in the 
pTjrchafe of commodities which ought to be 
fupplied by their fellow-fubjedts, or of molaffes 
which the French colonies could otherwifc 
*lurn to very little account; to the great detri- 
ment of our colonies, as well as the nation in 
general. Thefe points, properjy attended to, 
will turn the temporary evils wc have fuffer- 
ed, into a real and permanent advantage. 



I am, &c. &c. 
Ltndan, CS}. lO, 1776. 

FINIS. 
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APPENDIX. 



THE wrlterof the foregoing letter, having 
been favoured by a friend, with copie» 
of the Cuftom-houfc accounts, of imports and 
exports, to and from the ifland of Jamaica, 
for the year 1775. the year preceding the 
engagements of the rebellious colonies, not 
to trade with the Britifli fugar-iflands; thinks 
it may elucidate the fubjed under confidera- 
tion to give them to the public. It is to be 
reafonably fuppofed, as both parties would be 
induced to fupply themfelves, with fomething 
more than their ufual quantity, on account of 
the threatened interruption of their future 
intercourfe, both the iniports and exports 
were more confiderable t'-.an in former years. 
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